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Madeline McReynolds’ Baptism 

Faith Strengthened in Service  
Hi, I’m Mark Alan Vierthaler.  I play guitar, both acoustic and electric, and occasionally lend a vocal in the Praise 
Team at Faith United Methodist Church.   It’s been almost four years since Pastor James called me and asked if I 
would like to play with the band.  At first, I hesitated because I wasn’t sure if I wanted to add anything else to my 
already busy schedule.  But after a couple months of “trying to find the time,” coupled with James’ persistence, I 
finally agreed to play one week.  From the first note of the first song that fateful Sunday morning, there was no 
more ‘trying to find the time,’ this was now a priority in my life. Thanks, James, for not giving up on me. 
 

Being part of the band really has been life changing for me.  Music has always been very near and dear to me.  It’s 
something I connected with at a very young age and is very much a part of who I am.   Listening to, rehearsing and 
playing these praise and worship songs week after week has not only brought me closer to God, it has also trans-
formed me into a much better person, husband, father and friend.  Joining the Praise Team came at a time when 
several of my friends were questioning the existence of God or renouncing Him entirely.  While they were losing 
their faith...this band, the music, and everything about our Church was strengthening 
mine, far beyond what it  ever was before. 
 

One of the greatest things that happens while playing in the Praise Team are those 
times when we play a song that, pardon the pun, strikes a chord.  Every now and then 
something comes over me during a song and it draws me in.  Suddenly, every beat, 
every note, every lyric begins to move me, sometimes so much so that it’s hard to 
keep it together.  I become totally immersed in the music, the message and the mo-
ment.  And in the midst of all this, I’ll look at the congregation and see that they are 
feeling that, too.  They are right there with me.  And for those few short moments, we 
are all connected, sharing something very powerful and very special. 
 

My family found a home and a family at Faith and I am so honored I can contribute in 
my own little way. 

INTERNATIONAL MISSION OPPORTUNITY 
Do you feel a nudge to try an overseas mission? 
Would you be a little excited about stepping out of your comfort zone into a Christ centered adventure?? 
 

The introductory meeting for the Panama mission trip is Sunday, Feb. 10th.  We’ll be in room 500 at 12:15. Lunch and 
child care will be provided (but please let Ed Goodrich, edgoodrich.eg55@gmail.com know in advance). We will be 
discussing dates for the trip, the work to be done and any other questions you may have about this trip.   
Attendance is NOT a commitment. Hope to see you there! 

mailto:edgoodrich.eg55@gmail.com


Care and Prayer Ministries 
 
 
 

Prayers for Our Church Family Serving Our Country 
 

Cpt. Shawn Dolan, son of Chris and Sharon Dolan; Commander of  
     E1-40, BCT, Ft. Sill, OK. 
1st Lt. Scott Mucci, son of Ron Mucci, in the Louisiana National Guard  
     205th Engineering Battalion. 
Lt. Cmdr. Eric Rolfs, promoted to Lt. Cmdr. From Lt. U.S. Navy,  
     grandson of Hope Taliaferro. 
Capt. Erik Tomsen, grandson of Tiny and Barbara Tomsen, is  
      now back in the USA in Missouri. 
Hunter Pauley, grandson of Karl and Bonnie Vahle is back on US  
    soil.  He has joined his wife and children in Little Rock, AR.  
 Airman1st Class Andrew W. Dougherty, grandson of Wayne  
      Salisbury, along with his wife, Airman Jennifer is now in the  
      states. 
Sgt. Brendan Owen, son of John and Betsey Owen, is now  
      stationed in Georgia.   
Christian Hambrick, grandson of Lee Baker, is now on U.S. soil. 
Major Tchoia Brown (daughter of Percy Brown) along with her 

husband, Alex, and daughters, Sofia & Tatiana is stationed in 
Belize, Central America.       

Prayers, Concerns and Praises . . .  
Prayers for the family Mike and Sharon Neville upon 
     the loss of their daughter, Terri Neville Arnold on 
     1/23; Memorial service will be on 2/2 in the Chapel; 
Cheryl Liles, recovering from surgery, 1/14; 
Sam Childer’s, health concerns; 
Mark Sole, health concerns; 
Cindy Rhoades, recovering from surgery, 1/22; 
Ralph Coffman, health concerns; 
Mike Brinkmeyer, recovering from heart surgery; 
John Koons, recovering from surgery; 
Betty Charlesworth, health concerns; 
Cindy Hill’s sister & brother-in-law, health concerns; 
Alexis Spangler, recovering from surgery; 
Tammy Moore’s father, health concerns; 
Lane Stansifer, recovering from surgery; 
Gene Piett, recovering from surgery; 
Joan Hofert, recovering from surgery; 
Liz Martin’s Mom, health concerns; 
Jim Shirley’s sister, Kathy, health concerns; 
Alan Vierthaler, health concerns; 
Barbee Tomsen, health concerns; 
Sandy Pelletier, health concerns; 
Shirley Stillwell, health concerns;  
Pam Hoagland’s mother, on hospice; 
Rich Dethlefs, Huntington’s Disease;  
Those with job concerns; those with family concerns. 

Created By God is a study of human sexuality with a 
Christian foundation.  It offers the child and the 
parent a safe place to learn, grow and celebrate the 
fact that we are created by God and are called to 
responsible living as sexual beings. The event will 
be held on Saturday, February 23 from 9:00 to 4:30 at 
Faith UMC. Please contact Laura Eldridge at 
leldridge@faithtulsa.org with any questions.  

The Dialogue SS Class members served a warm Lasa-
gne lunch to about 110 students at the TU Wesley 
Center on Friday (1/25) while it snowed outside. Amy 
Robbins baked and bagged a whole bunch of brown-
ies which were a big hit with the students who took 
extra with them for eating later. 

Primetimers 
Potluck Lunch 2/7 @ 11:30 in Great Hall 
(Bring a side to go with fried chicken) 

mailto:leldridge@faithtulsa.org
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Faith United Methodist Church 
Attendance January 20 & 27, 2019 

Nursery: 2-20-15/2-20-17 
  8:30 Worship Service:  53/55 
  9:40 Worship Service:  203/216 
         Kid’s Connection:   51/49 
11:00 Worship Service: 116/109 
                              Worship Total:  460/468  
Adult Sunday School Classes:  

 
Children and Youth’s Sunday School:   
Children’s SS 11:00: 50/37        Youth: 37/33 

                              Total: 87/70 
                                  Sunday School Total: 269/256 
  “Earn all you can. Save all you can.  Give all you can.”  John Wesley 

Bridgebuilders:     24/18      
Crosstalk:               21/27     
Dialogue:                27/26 
Faith Builders:       14/15     
Faithful Families:   26/26     
Indiv. of Faith:         10/8        
Journey:                     8/9    

Journey of Faith:  10/15     
JOY:                           7/9  
Lifesearch:              16/7      
New Life:               10/17    
Roundtable:              9/9       
Sonshiners:          na/na           
                        Total: 182/186   

Please Welcome Our Newest Members 

Jeff and Karen Tutt joined Faith at the 11:00 service on 
Sunday, January 20, 2019.  Please welcome them to our 
Faith family the next time you see them! 

2019 Finances:       

  Budgeted Actual Variance 

Contributions:       

1/27/2019 
$26,078  $28,070  $1,991  

YTD Contributions: 
$104,314  $111,301  $6,987  

Weekly reporting will reflect General Fund contributions,  

and after month-end close, the full report will be published. 

40th Anniversary 
Celebration Continues! 

 
We're almost done 
with 40th Anniversary 
Remembrance  
videos. Last week, our 
Remembrance video 
featured Rev. Brad 
Humphrey and some 
of his favorite minis-

try moments at Faith. This 
week, we get to listen to 
Rev. Linda Harker talk 
about her favorite Faith 
highlights.  
 
You can find these videos 
and more on the Faith  
Tulsa app and website at 
www.faithtulsa.org/40th 

http://www.faithtulsa.org/40th
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UMW NEWS 
Remember the Valentine Bake Sale on Sunday, February 10.  Frozen soups, casseroles, jams and jel-

lies and of course all types of baked goods sell really well.  Bring your items for sale by 8:30 a.m. or whenever you 
come to Sunday school and service and we will sell until 12:30 p.m.  Everyone should contribute some time sell-
ing that morning in the Great Hall. 
 

LIFE group will meet on Monday the 11th at 6:30 p.m. in Room 501. 
 

Women's Bible Study meets each Tuesday morning at 9:00-10:30 a.m., 500.  We are in the study of “Namesake” by 
Jessica LaGrone.  This group of women have lively discussions and heartfelt moments in conversation and pray-
er.  Join in anytime. 
 

On February 14 there is a Council Oak District Gathering Time at New Haven UMC at 10:00 a.m.  PLEASE 
NOTE!!  This is open to all United Methodist Women.  Heritage Circle will be attending that meeting in lieu of 
Circle at 1:00 p.m. at the church.  New Haven UMC is located at 5603 S. New Haven Ave, in Tulsa. We will carpool 
to this event leaving Faith at 9:30 a.m. Chairperson Sue Ludewick will be wanting a response and will be sending 
out an e-mail soon.  
 

February 18, New Beginnings Circle meets at the home of Susanne Gardner. 
 

February 25 is the DAY AT THE LEGISLATURE at 9:00 at the State Capitol, OKC.  If you are interested in attending, 
please call Kathy at (918) 407-0253. 

Palliative Care Information for Families and Volunteers 
Tuesday, January 29, 6:30 - 8:00 in the Chapel 
Everyone in the congregation is invited to hear a presentation on Palliative Care from 6:30 - 7:00 and ask ques-
tions. Our volunteers visit with the elderly and chronically ill as well as their families in the last years and weeks 
of their lives. We address their spiritual needs. John Hendrix will share information about tough decisions the 
patients and their families must make as death draws near. Afterward, will have time to check in with each Silver 
Link Volunteer and Congregation Care Minister. 
 

John R. Hendrix, M.D., FACP, HMDC is the St. John Medical Center Palliative Care Program Medical Director 

Faithful Daughters Bible Study:  Messy People by Jennifer Cowart 
The Faithful Daughters Bible Study is back with another great Spring Session and relatable book 
“Messy People.”  This 6 week series focuses on the real lives women face.  Is your house less 
than tidy?  Do we ever wish when an unexpected visitor arrives that we could hide our mess un-
der a bed or in a closet quickly?  Perhaps other messes of other lives, can we hide it too?  At 
some point our lives get messy with conflict, job loss, divorce, illness, and other issues.  It feels 
like there is nowhere to hide. Thankfully, God loves us, despite our brokenness. In fact, some of 
the messiest people in the Bible—Rahab, the Prodigal Son, Josiah, Mary, David, and Daniel—
were used by God in powerful ways. In this six-week Bible study for women that combines study of Scripture with 
personal reflection, application, and prayer, you’ll take a closer look at the lives of these biblical heroes and learn 
that you don’t have to endure a messy life, you can actually thrive with God’s guidance and help. 
 

The (study +plus orientation) will begin on Thursday, February 28th (orientation).  We will meet each week for the 
next 6 weeks from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in room 501. We plan to share and learn many wonderful things as we join in 
Jennifer Cowart’s study:  Messy People. 
 

Join the facilitators, Jackie Wilkerson birdgirl92@aol.com and Janet Jordan jjjordan1@windstream.net 
as we prepare for an interactive discussion time!  We would love to have you join us.  The book cost is $13.00.  
Please let us know if you can be there so we may order enough class books in time.  This is a wonderful  
opportunity for outreach—invite a friend to join you in the study!   

http://p.m.in
mailto:birdgirl92@aol.com
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Daddy Daughter Dance 
Saturday, February 9th 

6:30 - 8:00pm 
Tickets may be purchased 

Jan. 28 - Feb. 6 in the  
Preschool Office or on Sundays in the Great  

Hall from 10:40-11a.m. 
Please make your reservation by  

Wednesday, Feb. 6th. 
($10 per family) 

Why a Daddy Daughter Dance? 
 

I presented the idea to host a Daddy/Daughter Dance to Faith after Piper, my eldest, and 
I had attended one at a local community center in Broken Arrow.  We had a good time at 
the BA community center, but didn't really know anyone else who attended the 
event.  There were also a couple songs of questionable "ahem" content. 
 

Shortly after this Casey and I discussed if it would be a good thing to host at the church, 
a place where many of the kids and parents would know each other.   They'd be able to 
cut loose more without embarrassment or nerves from being around others they don't 
know.  
 

Next step was to actually discuss the idea with Laura.  This brings me to 
one of the many things I love about this community.  There was no hesita-
tion or pause.  The staff bought in immediately and thought it would be an 
amazing idea.  I love that our church isn't afraid to try new things to reach out to the community! 
 

The first dance brought many nerves for myself personally, wondering how many people would 
show up and if the kids would enjoy themselves.  For our family, it has become an annual event 
that my girls love going to and hopefully will enjoy for a long time to come. 
 

Thank you Faith for your support of this event!  A special thanks to Laura Eldridge and Neisa Lock 
who have helped make it become a success year after year, along with all the other moms and 
people who volunteer to take photos, DJ, and serve refreshments!! 
 

I hope you can join us this year for a great evening!                                                      Jeff Struttmann 

Dear Generous Congregation, 
Christmas is truly a season of giving and a time of caring. We are so glad that you have been a huge part of bless-
ing our foster kids for many years. We cannot express enough how much it means to those kids. We would like 
to thank you for adopting our foster kids and making donations for Christmas. Your commitment to the Osage 
County Foster Kids is so important to our organization. When you support the foster kids you are doing some-
thing really special. A community dedicated to make a difference in those kids lives’. You are sowing seed into 
those kids’ lives. May God truly bless each and every one who has participated in blessing foster kids. 

God Bless,  
Loretta Sweet 

Department of Human Services, Child Welfare 
1100 Virginia Short St. Pawhuska Ok, 74056 

Loretta.Sweet@okdhs.org 

mailto:Loretta.Sweet@okdhs.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Tuesday, January 29 
  9:00a.m.-Newsletter Team/Workroom 
  9:00a.m.-Women’s Bible Study/500 
 10:30a.m.-Staff Meeting/Conference Room 
   6:30p.m.-Holy Yoga/505 
   6:30p.m.-Silver Link/Chapel 
Wednesday, January 30 
  7:30a.m.-Men’s Fellowship Group/Einstein 
       Bagels 101st & Memorial 
  9:00a.m.-Prayer Ministry Meeting/SWL 
  6:00p.m.-Echoes of Faith Handbells/Sanct. 
  6:00p.m.-Faith Kids Choir (Gr. 1-5)/Chapel 
  6:30p.m.-Faith Connect/501 
  6:30p.m.-Choir Rehearsal/Choir Room 
  6:30p.m.-Disciple Bible Study/500 
  6:30p.m.-Faith Kids/Children’s Wing 
  6:30p.m.-Faith Youth:  Connect Worship & Small 
     Groups/Youth Wing 
  8:00p.m.-Praise Team/Sanctuary 
Thursday, January 31 
  9:15a.m.-Homeschool Band/Music Room 
  6:00p.m.-Men’s Fellowship Group/503 
  6:30p.m.-Holy Yoga/505 
Friday, February 1 
 10:00a.m.-Coffee & Current Events/503 
Saturday, February 2 
 
Sunday, February 3 
  8:30a.m.-Communion Service/Chapel 
  9:40a.m.-Contemporary Service/Sanctuary 
  9:40a.m.-Sunday School Hour 
  9:40a.m.-Kids Conn. Children’s Church/Great Hall 
11:00a.m.-Traditional Worship Service/Sanc. 
11:00a.m.-Sunday School Hour 
  2:00p.m.-Cub Scout Pack 785 Comm./ Mtg./504 
  3:00p.m.-Cub Scout Den/Green Room 
  5:00p.m.-Faith Youth Super Bowl Party/Offsite 
Monday, February 4 
  8:00a.m.-Academic Bowl/Adult Wing 
10:00a.m.-UMW Executive Board Meeting/SWL 
10:30a.m.-Discipleship Team Meting/Conf. Room 
  1:00p.m.-Prayer Shawl Ministry/503 
   2:30p.m.-Stretch and Tone/505 
   6:30p.m.-Bible Discussion Group/SWL 
   6:30p.m.-Boy Scout Troop 970/Great Hall 
   6:30p.m.-Trustees Committee Meeting/502 
Tuesday, February 5 
  9:00a.m.-Newsletter Team/Workroom 
  9:00a.m.-Women’s Bible Study/500 
10:30a.m.-Staff Meeting/Conference Room 
  6:00p.m.-Cub scout Pack 785 Den Mtg./Green & 
     Orange Rooms 
  6:30p.m.-Holy Yoga/505 
Wednesday, February 6 
  7:30a.m.-Men’s Fellowship Group/Einstein 
       Bagels 101st & Memorial 
  9:00a.m.-Prayer Ministry Meeting/SWL 
  5:30p.m.-Mission Wednesday/Great Hall 
  6:00p.m.-Echoes of Faith Handbells/Sanct. 
  6:00p.m.-Faith Kids Choir (Gr. 1-5)/Chapel 
  6:30p.m.-Choir Rehearsal/Choir Room 
  6:30p.m.-Disciple Bible Study/500 
  6:30p.m.-Faith Connect/501 
  8:00p.m.-Praise Team/Sanctuary 
Thursday, February 7 
  9:15a.m.-Homeschool Band/Music Room 
11:30a.m.-Primetimer’s Lunch/Great Hall 
  6:00p.m.-Men’s Fellowship Group/503 
  6:30p.m.-Holy Yoga/505 

Calendar Continued . . .  
Friday, February 8/Youth Winter Retreat 
10:00a.m.-Coffee & Current Events/503 
11:30a.m.-Congregational Care Ministry/502 
  5:30p.m.-Young Adult Mission Cohort Meeting/ 
     Youth Room 
Saturday, February 9/Youth Winter Retreat 
  8:00a.m.-Men’s Breakfast/Great Hall 
  6:30p.m.-Daddy Daughter Dance/Great Hall 
Sunday, February 10/Youth Winter Retreat 
  8:30a.m.-Communion Service/Chapel 
  9:40a.m.-Contemporary Service/Sanctuary 
  9:40a.m.-Sunday School Hour 
  9:40a.m.-Kids Conn. Children’s Church/Great Hall 
11:00a.m.-Traditional Worship Service/Sanc. 
11:00a.m.-Sunday School Hour 
 12:00p.m.-Panama Mission Trip Interest Meet- 
     ing/500 
  6:00p.m.-Epic of Eden/500 
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Pew Crew Needs You! 
 Do you have an hour to serve the 
church once every eight weeks or 
so?  Are you available during 
church office hours or on 
Wednesday evenings?  Then the 
Pew Crew may be for you!  Mem-
bers of the “Pew Crew” restock 
envelopes, pens, etc. in the Sanc-
tuary and Chapel pews, in addi-
tion to straightening Bibles and 
hymnals, prayer bears, shawls, 
etc.  Volunteers may work in pairs 
or on their own, according to their 
preference and availability.  The 
more people we have on the 
team, the fewer times per year 
each member has to work!  If this 
sounds like an opportunity for 
you, please call Linda at the 
church office, 918-252-1679, or 
email lsaviers@faithtulsa.org.  
We’re looking forward to hearing 
from you! 

VBS 2019 
VOLUNTEER  

SIGN UP 
www.faithtulsa. 

org/vbs 

mailto:lsaviers@faithtulsa.org


Reminders 

senior pastor:       charla gwartney      ext. 107        cgwartney@faithtulsa.org 
associate pastor:     heather scherer  ext. 108      hscherer@faithtulsa.org 
associate pastor:     james lambert     ext. 109       jlambert@faithtulsa.org 
pastor of congregational care:  yvonne buchanan ext. 105 ybuchanan@faithtulsa.org 
executive business administrator: glen moore    ext. 101 gmoore@faithtulsa.org 
office manager:  linda saviers ext.114 lsaviers@faithtulsa.org 
media manager: hannah phillips ext. 135 hphillips@faithtulsa.org 
traditional  music director:   tricia jenkins     ext. 103     tjenkins@faithtulsa.org 
older adult ministries coordinator: brittney blakley    ext. 112   bblakley@faithtulsa.org 
director of youth ministries:    jonathon garrett   ext. 110     jgarrett@faithtulsa.org 
director of children’s ministries: laura eldridge     ext. 106     leldridge@faithtulsa.org 
associate director children’s ministries: linda saviers  ext. 114   lsaviers@faithtulsa.org 
nursery coordinator:    candice brown       nursery@faithtulsa.org 
financial secretary:     lori burns     ext. 102     lburns@faithtulsa.org 
communication/membership secretary:       neisa lock      ext. 104     nlock@faithtulsa.org 
director of tech ministries:   mark eldridge        meldridge@faithtulsa.org 
preschool director:     jackie wilkerson    ext. 117     jwilkerson@faithtulsa.org 
facilities manager:     david lysinger     ext. 121     dlysinger@faithtulsa.org 
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